
                   

   

                   

                     

                  

                   

                     

                   

                 

               

                

                   

                       

                   

             

               

                               

                               

  

 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology (OST‐R) 

Alasdair Cain 

Alasdair Cain is the Director of Research, Development and Technology 

Coordination in the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and 

Technology (OST‐R) at the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT). 

Mr. Cain’s primary role is ensuring that the Department’s research 

portfolio, worth over $1B per year, is effectively coordinated across the 

nine DOT Operating Administrations that fund research. Mr. Cain also 

works to ensure that the Department’s research activities are 

coordinated with other Federal agencies and the transportation 

research community, both within the U.S. and abroad. 

Mr. Cain’s background is in transportation research. Prior to joining 

DOT, he spent his career working for academic institutions in the U.S. 

and the United Kingdom. He specialized in international research 

collaboration, public transportation research and system evaluation, 

Bus Rapid Transit, traffic congestion mitigation, and market 

research/public consultation. A native of Scotland, Mr. Cain holds a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from 

the University of Glasgow and a Master’s degree in Transportation Engineering from the University of South 

Florida. 


